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Lake  Shelby vi I le  is  an  impoundment  of  the  Kaskas- 
kia  River  betwe^h  isjujl  BujOEvarji, 

Over  34,000  acres  were  purchased  for  this  project” 
by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  as  part  of  the  general 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  development  of  the 
Kaskaskia  River  Basin  for  recreation,  water  supply, 
flood  control  and  fish  and  wildlife  conservation. 
Lands  above  the  conservation  pool  are  managed 
by  either  the  Corps  of  Engineers  or  Department 
of  Conservation  for  recreational  purposes.  Situated 
along  the  Kaskaskia  and  West  Okaw  Rivers,  the 
lake  and  its  surrounding  uplands  form  a  scenic 
background  for  outdoor  recreation. 


THE  LAKE 

The  11,000  acre  lake  (at  normal  pool)  averages 
about  16  feet  in  depth,  with  maximums  of 
approximately  67  feet.  Several  islands  and  many 
inlets  and  coves  provide  over  250  miles  of  shore¬ 
line.  The  impoundment  originates  from  an  earthern 
fill  dam  near  Shelbyville,  Illinois  and  extends  for 
17  miles  to  its  extremities  near  Bethany  (West 
Okaw  arm)  and  Sullivan  (Kaskaskia  arm). 


NATURAL  FEATURES 

Tree  species  along  the  lake  are  commonly  oak, 
hickory  and  hard  maple  on  the  uplands  and 
cottonwood,  soft  maple,  sycamore  and  willow  in 
the  lowlands.  Wildf lowers  can  be  found  in  abun¬ 
dance  in  the  understory  and  in  old  field  settings. 
Isolated  prairie  conditions  exist  along  railroads, 
roads  and  in  some  abandoned  fields.  An  abun¬ 
dance  of  songbirds,  mammals,  reptiles,  amphibians 
and  game  species  inhabit  the  diverse  vegetation  on 
the  area. 

FACILITIES 

Facilities  for  camping,  picnicing,  hiking,  boating, 
fishing,  swimming,  sightseeing  and  horseback  riding 
are  available  along  the  lake.  However,  camping, 
swimming  and  horseback  riding  are  permitted 
only  in  areas  specifically  designated  for  these 
activities. 

The  Department  of  Conservation  manages  two 
areas,  Eagle  Creek  State  Park  and  Wolf  Creek 
State  Park.  A  variety  of  facilities  are  offered  at 
each  site. 

HUNTING 

Hunting  is  generally  allowed  throughout  the  area. 
However,  none  is  permitted  where  posted  or 
within  500  feet  of  a  public  use  area  (campground, 
picnic  area,  boat  ramp,  etc.).  Federal  and  State  of 
Illinois  game  regulations  regarding  season  length, 
bag  limits  and  huntable  species  apply  in  all  areas, 
with  the  exception  that  all  waterfowl  hunting 
closes  at  1  p.m. 


Rabbit,  quail  and  pheasant  provide  most  of  the 
hunting  action  on  the  area.  Squirrel  (fox  and  gray) 
and  deer  can  be  taken  with  fair  regularity  in  or 
along  the  excellent  timber  stands.  Lesser  op¬ 
portunities  for  dove,  woodcock  and  snipe  are 
available  during  peak  migrations.  Some  water- 
fowl  opportunities  exist,  particularly  in  the  water- 
fowl  management  areas.  The  regulations  on  these 
areas  are  subject  to  change  each  year.  Obtaining 
a  copy  of  Department  of  Conservation  Administra¬ 
tion  Orders  governing  use  of  this  state  property  is 
recommended  before  hunting  on  this  area. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

The  area  is  governed  by  Federal  regulations  (Title 
36  —  Parks,  Forests  and  Memorials)  and  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation  Administrative  Orders. 
Copies  of  these  are  available  through  the  manag¬ 
ing  agency.  All  persons  who  hunt  must  have  a 
valid  license  in  possession.  All  vehicles  must  re¬ 
main  on  existing  roads.  Park  and  Corps  rangers 
and  Wildlife  Resources  personnel  are  present  to 
answer  questions  and  provide  assistance.  If  in 
doubt,  ask  these  people— they  are  there  to  serve 
you. 

For  additional  information,  write  the  Illinois  De¬ 
partment  of  Conservation,  Division  of  Wildlife  Re¬ 
sources,  State  Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 
For  information  on  other  Illinois  recreational  areas, 
write  the  Department  of  Conservation,  Informa¬ 
tion/Education  Division,  State  Office  Building, 
Springfield,  62706. 
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